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Col. W. Le White, 
17 Battery Place, 

SS 3 ati Beas — 
Dear Sir: 

in compliance with your telegram of Nov. 2, 1922, to | 
W. PF. Look, I have examined the title to a portion of the § 1/2 j 
of SE 1/4 of secu 19 Z 20Pizy in Bay County, Florida, as dis- 
closed by two abstracts, the first made by Washineton County 
Abstract Company, ented Oct. 20, 1910 #201, and the other made 

te tapeGeentytond-t-tontract company, dated seit. 19, oi — 


No. 460-8 and bee to advise that in my opinion the same is not — 
safe. 





The source Won which claimants deed appears to be 
based is a-Tax Deed to Ww i Milton, dated May $1, 1876, void 
on its face. Ani the abatract does not show that the title had 
passed out of the U. 3. Govermment when the assessment upon 
which said deed is vased-was made, or has since passed out of 
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the Government. ‘Until that fact is made to appear no valid claim 


under color of title or otherwise ed adverse possession can be 

acquired. Paty. ee 
“_ The paper title for the reason stated, and sive on 

— of lack of seals, witnesses, acknowledimente or de- 





fective ac¥-owledgments and other defects in many of the links 





of the chain of title is insufficient and cannot be: relied upon; 





and the prescriptive title claimed is based upon alleged cone 
tinous adverse possession for seven yerrs under the deeds, men- 
tioned in the abdstriucts, as color of title; and whether or not 
Such title can be established and sustained depends entirely upon 
parole testimony. 

The facts set up in the affidavits, svsmitted with the 
abstracts, are not sufficient to enadle me to pass upon their 


competency and sufficency as evidence to establish and support 
a — : i —_— peat we [ten , 


of time. - oe P — 


Our Supreme Court holds that s witness testifying as to 
- possession must state the facts constituting the possession 
¢laimed ani that his conclusion thet claimant was in possession 
is incompetent andé insufficiont: and as the affidavits set up 
only conclusions, and «re otherwise very indefinite, I can not 
pu88 upon the facts as to the adverse possession claimed. 

My impression is that the title can be quited oy 
appropriate court proceedings therefor { if the jovernment has 
parted with the title }, and this course is advisable for withe 


out the same first veins done, 1 repeat, I do not consider the 


Yours very 7p I 


title safe ocr merchantabdle. 
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Panama City, Plorid , Nov L3th, 1922 
United States Lond Offtes Galnesville 
° Pa rid: _* 
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Gentlomen:- 
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coun ty. Tieis0 edly 16. was 





